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sincerely before a circle ; when one does come
across it, it is a rare and beautiful art, like
singing, or oratory. But the presence of such
an improvisators is the only thing that makes a
circle tolerable. On the other hand, a great
many English people have the art of lete-a-tlte
talking; and I can honestly say that I have very
seldom been brought into close relations with an
individual without finding an unsuspected depth
and width of interest in the companionship.
But in any case the whole thing is a mere
question of pleasure ; and I return to my thesis,
which is that the only possible theory is for
every one to find and create the kind of society
that he or she may like. Depend upon it,
congenial society is the only kind of society
to, and in which, any one will give his best.
If people like the society of the restaurant, the
club, the drawing-room, the dining-room, the
open air, the cricket-field, the moor, the golf-
course, in the name of pleasure and common
sense let them have it; but to condemn people,
by brandishing the fiery sword of duty over
their heads, to attend uncongenial gatherings
seems to me to be both absurd and unjust*
The case of my friend Perry is, I must admit,